ORDINANCE 2011-06
CURFEW

AN ORDINANCE OF MOUNT CARMEL TOWNSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING A CURFEW FOR MINORS; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF

Be it ordained and enacted, and it is hereby ordained and enacted by the Board of Supervisors of Mount Carmel Township. Northumberland County, Pennsylvania. Under authority of law as follows:

SECTION 1: PURPOSE
The purpose of this Ordinance is to prescribe, in accordance with prevailing community standards, regulations for the conduct of minors on streets or public places at night, for the protection of younger children in Mount Carmel Township from each other and from persons on the streets during nighttime hours, for the enforcement of parental control and responsibility for their children, for the protection of the public from nocturnal mischief by minors and for the reduction of the incidence of juvenile criminal activity, for the furtherance of family responsibility and for the promotion of the public good, health, safety and welfare of the residence of Mount Carmel Township.

SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION.

As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated unless s different meaning clearly appears form the context:

A. Minor:  a person under the age of eighteen (18) years.


B. Parent: any natural parent of a minor, as herein defined, or a guardian, or any 

                 adult person responsible for the care and custody of a minor. When used in this 

                 ordinance, “parent” shall mean one or both parents.


C: Public Place-  any public or private street, highways, alley, sidewalk, park, 

                 playground, public building or vacant lot, or in a parked vehicle at any of said 

                 locations in Mount Carmel Township. 


D. Remain – to stay behind; to tarry and to stay unnecessarily in or upon a public  

                 place , as herein defined, including the congregation of groups or otherwise

                 interacting minors totaling four or more persons, in which any minor is not        

                 using the public place for emergency or ordinary and immediate educational, 

                 political, religious or business purposes.

 E.In this Ordinance, the singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include 

     the singular, and the masculine shall include the feminine and the neuter.
SECTION 3: ESTABLISHMENT OF CURFEW; EXCEPTIONS

It shall be unlawful for any minor to remain in or upon any public place within Mount Carmel Township between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and 5:00 A.M., prevailing time, except as follows:

A. A minor accompanied by a parent, guardian or other person having legal care or custody of such minor.

B. A minor lawfully employed, making it necessary for him to remain on or in a public place and possessing a current letter dated not more than 30 days prior to the date of presentation certifying the same, signed by an employer or parent.
C. When the minor is upon an emergency errand directed by the parent, guardian or other adult person having the care and custody of said minor.

D. When returning home, by direct route, from (and within thirty (30) minutes of the termination of) a school activity, or an activity of a religious or voluntary  association, of which prior notice , including the place and probable time of termination, has been given in writing to, duly filed for immediate reference by the Chief of Police or designee, or other Police officers of the Township.
SECTION 4: PARENT NOT TO PERMIT VIOLATION

It shall be unlawful for any parent, guardian or person having legal care or custody of a minor to knowingly permit, or by insufficient control, to allow such minor to be or remain upon any Township street, alley or public commons, under circumstances not constituting an exception to, or otherwise beyond the scope of, violate the provisions of this Ordinance without legal justification therefore. The term ‘knowingly” includes knowledge, which a parent should reasonably be expected to have concerning the whereabouts of a minor in that parent’s legal custody.
SECTION 5: POLICE DISCRETION IN AGE DETERMINATION

Police officers in taking minors into custody shall use their discretion in determining age and in doubtful cases may require positive proof of ages until such proof is furnished, the judgment of the police officer shall prevail.
