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ORDINANCE 2016-3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MOUNT CARMEL, NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, REVISING ORDINANCE 2013-7 WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE CITIZENS OF MOUNT CARMEL TOWNSHIP BY PROVIDING FOR AND ENFORCING UNIFORM STANDARDS COVERING THE ACQUISITION OF HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES ON PUBLIC STREETS. THIS ORDINANCE REVISES SECTION III, PART 2.

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL SUPERCEDE ANY AND ALL PREVIOUS ORDINANCES ENACTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACQUIRING HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES.

The Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as The Handicapped Parking Space Ordinance of Mount Carmel Township, Northumberland County Pennsylvania.

SECTION I: APPLICATION PROCESS


1. Any resident of the Township of Mount Carmel may make application to the 
                Township for a handicapped parking space only after acquiring a plate or 

                placard or a severely disabled veteran license plate as defined in the 

                Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code.

2. All applications shall be made to the Mount Carmel Township Board of 

                Supervisors and subject to review by the Mount Carmel Township Police 

                Chief, who will in turn make the final determination regarding granting a 

                handicapped parking space.


3. Renewal applications shall be reviewed by the Supervisors and the Chief of

                Police, who will make the final determination regarding renewal of existing 

                spaces.


4. Each applicant, whether for a new permit or a renewal, shall complete an 

                application form and provide the Township with all the requested information 

                and submit everything along with the established permit fees.

5. An incomplete application form may be denied by the Township.

SECTION II: APPLICATION RENEWAL


1. Each permit for a handicapped parking space shall be renewed on an annual 

                basis, pending review.


2. Applications for renewal shall be submitted to Mount Carmel Township
                between January 1 and January 31 of each calendar year.

3. In making the final determination regarding the renewal of a previously 

                permitted handicapped space, the Township shall apply criteria contained in 

                this policy.

4. Once a permit is not renewed for any reason, any application by the same

                applicant shall be governed by the provisions of this policy.

SECTION III: FEES AND FINES


1. Initial application for a permit for a handicapped parking sign shall be 

                accompanied by a fee of $150.00. This fee reflects the cost of materials and 

                labor associated with installing a handicapped parking sign.


2. Application for renewal of a permit for a handicapped parking sign shall be 

                accompanied by a maintenance fee of $50.00, to be paid annually and 

                submitted with the application form.


3. Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be charged

                with a violation of the Motor Vehicle Code. Such person is guilty of summary 

                offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than 

                fifty dollars ($50.00).

SECTION IV: LOCATION OF HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES


1. No more than four (4) handicapped parking spaces shall be located on any one 

                block where parking is permitted on both sides of the street.

2. No more than two (2) handicapped parking spaces shall be located on any 

                block where parking is permitted on only one (1) side of the street.


3. All handicapped parking spaces permitted prior to the effective date of this
               ordinance shall be allowed to remain as located but must be renewed annually.


4. In the event that previously permitted spaces exceed the maximum allowed per 

                block, the Township shall refrain from granting additional spaces in that block

                until the number of handicapped spaces falls below the maximum allowed.

5. The Board of Supervisors may grant up to one (1) additional handicapped 

    parking place in addition to the maximums listed in paragraphs 1,2 and 4 in its 
                absolute discretion upon showing of exigent circumstances after review and 

                recommendation of the Board and Chief of Police.
SECTION V: STANDARDS


1. No permit shall be granted where adequate, handicapped-accessible off street 


    parking is available, including but not limited to driveways, yard parking, car

                ports, etc.


2. All applicants shall meet at least one (1) of the following requirements:



a. The applicant is wheelchair confined.



b. The person requesting a permit is caring for a person who has a severe 


    physical or mental disability.



c. The applicant is unable to walk a distance of fifty (50) feet. (Applicant 
                            may be asked to perform this and/or produce documentation verifying 
                            this condition)



d. The applicant has severe cardiopulmonary insufficiency requiring the



    use of ambulatory oxygen.



e. The applicant requires the use of prosthetic devices that restrict normal



    ambulation.



f. The applicant has other physical or mental limitations that the Township 

                            believes are severe enough  to warrant a handicapped parking space.

SECTION VI: REVOCATION OF PERMIT


1. The Board reserves the right to revoke any permit for a handicapped parking 

                space upon showing good cause, including abuse of the parking space or failure 

                of the holder to demonstrate a handicapped need.


2. Anyone may file a complaint with the Mount Carmel Township Chief of Police 

                specifying in writing the allegations that are alleged that are alleged to be cause 

                for revocation of the permit. All complaints shall be signed and dated by the 

                maker and are subject to penalties provided in the Crimes Code under Unsworn 

                Falsification to Authorities.

3. Upon receipt of the complaint, same shall be reviewed by the Chief of Police 

    and upon his belief that a basis for the complaint exists, said complaint shall 
                then be forwarded on to the Board of Supervisors for review. The Board shall 
                set a date and time within thirty (30) days of the date of the complaint to review
                the allegations and the evidence in support of the complaint. Notice shall be 

                provided to the holder of the permit of the said date and time twenty (20) days 

                prior to the review. Said notice shall include the allegations made and the date 

                and time of the review. The holder of the permit shall be given the opportunity 

                to offer whatever evidence there is available in defense of his or her position 

                and the review shall be tape recorded and maintained for a period of thirty (30) 

               days after the decision by the Chief of Police. The Board of Supervisors shall 

               make the final decision on the matter.
This ordinance shall become effective immediately after it is enacted and ordained by the Board of Supervisors.

Enacted and Approved this 16th day of November, 2016
